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history

From humble beginnings
THE Atkins family real estate business 
was born in humble circumstances, in 
the midst of a market crisis. 

Forty years later, and both the business 
– now Raine and Horne Moree – and the 
family have become mainstays of the 
community. 

John Atkins founded the business in a 
back office of the old Pastures Protection 
Board in Moree during the Great Beef 
Slump of 1974/75. 

It was a risky time to start his own 
venture, but John didn’t have much choice. 

“I’d just been retrenched!” John laughed. 

John had been working as a stock agent 
when the crisis hit. 

“Cattle were worth nothing, sheep were 
worth nothing, wool fell away,” he said. 
“They couldn’t keep me on selling stock.”

Since leaving his job as a clerk at a 
wool firm in Sydney 15 years earlier and 
driving out to Moree in a clapped-out car, 
John had tried his hand as a jackaroo, a 
share farmer and an auctioneer. 

He’d sold aeroplanes and mustered 
sheep.  Now, he decided, he was going to 
stick to his guns.

“I’m not in the habit of a lot of changes 
and I’d made enough by that point, so 
I told my wife June that I was going to 
stick to being an agent.” 

John met June on a Sunday in 1966 at 
a football match at Collarenebri. Both 
were born in Sydney but drawn to the 
bush - June, by her job as a nurse. 

Both put up with the hardships of 
establishing farmland near Inglewood in 
the late 1960s.

In the first three months of their farming 
career, John cleared 1000 acres with 
“shovel and coals”. 

Before modern farming techniques 
came in to retain moisture in the soil, and 
before the irrigation projects had been 
established in the area, John and June 
struggled to eke a living off the land. 

They lived in a caravan on a diet of 
mutton sandwiches. 

The deciding factor which drove them 
into town was the frost of 1969 which 
halved their expected yield. 

John spent the next five years as a stock 
agent before the market crashed.

But out of the crisis came an 
opportunity, and in 1975 John founded 
John S Atkins and Co. 

“For the first 12 months after setting up 
my own business we were selling stock 
at giveaway prices,” John said. “But it 
wasn’t too long before prices rose and, 
for the first time, so did our fortunes.”

In those early years running a business 
the Atkins’ experience on the land helped 
keep their business afloat. 

“We were able to keep costs under 
control,” John said. “In other words – we 
did things for ourselves.”

It is an ethos that has continued 
right throughout the 40 years of the 
company’s history. 

In 1988 they joined the Raine and Horne 
network but the business is still very 
much in family hands. 

Today it is run by John and June’s 
daughter Kelly.
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David Marshall & his team would like to 

congratulate Kelly, June & John on their 

40th Anniversary
 in business

• Maintenance • Installation • Gutter 

• Drainage • Hot Water • Blocked Drains

• Gas Fitters

David Marshall
PLUMBING SERVICES

14 MAPLE AVENUE, MOREE NSW 2400

Phone: 02 6752 6808 | Mobile: 0438 414 570

LIC NO: 111821C EMERGENCY SERVICE

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS GIVE 

DAVID MARSHALL PLUMBING A CALL
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PO Box 1302, 
Moree NSW 2400

Electrical & Air Conditioning Services

to
Kelly, June & John Atkins 

on celebrating their 40th Anniversary in 
business & we look forward to continuing our 

association with them.

Congratulations

For all of your:
Electrical • Air Conditioning

Refrigeration Data Cabling • Domestic
Rural & Commercial work 

give us a call.

Lic No 83555C

Phone: Paul Thrift 
0458 526 124
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BOBBY CONROY 
PAINTING

Congratulations
Kelly, June and John on
40 great years! 

Appreciate your
friendship and business

From
Bobby, Margaret and Merri-May
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KELLY has spent her working career in 
the business and became its proprietor 
in 2008. 

“It has been a huge part of our lives 
and I just felt I wanted to continue 
as the family business into a second 
generation,” she said. 

“Besides, real estate is in my veins. I 
remember doing clearing sales as a 
child and running booking tickets.”

After leaving school in 1985, Kelly 
started working for her parents straight 
away, beginning in administration and 
working her way up.

In 1991 she attended Hawkesbury 
Agricultural College to get an agent’s 
license in stock and station and real 
estate administration.

“I feel like I’ve done the full 
apprenticeship,” she said.

John and June continue to work at 
the company, though the pair plans to 
take more time for a more traditional 
retirement over coming years. 

“We won’t be taking on any more work 
at the very least!” John said. 

Kelly’s two young boys, six-year-old 
Max and 10-year-old Tom, are also a 
fixture of the office.

“They’re often hanging out here after 
school and between their sporting 
commitments,” Kelly said. “Tennis, 
cricket, football, golf, they play it all.” 

The family isn’t just restricted to the 
nuclear, over the years the Atkins’ 
commitment to the people they employ 
and their clients has seen them forge 
lasting connections in the Moree district. 

In the late 1970s Joan Brooks became 
the Atkins’ first employee when she was 
hired to do bookwork and accounting. 
Today her daughter Jenny Burling has 
been employed in administration and 
reception for the past 16 years.

“It’s like a big family in here,” Jenny 
said. “I’ve known them since I was tiny 
and I’ve seen Kelly’s two boys grow up, 
and they’re like my grandchildren. They 
call my mum Nan.”

The Atkins’ plan on carrying forward 
the legacy of commitment to family 
and the community of Moree. 

“There’s not much room for expansion 
in Moree as the town isn’t growing,” 
John said. “So the main objective going 
forward will be to provide an efficient 
service in all areas of real estate and 
business management.” 

Kelly, the proprietor since 2008, says 
she plans on being here in another 20 
years. 

“Who knows what Max and Tom will 
go on to do and you never want to push 
them in any direction,” she said. “But 
you never know; it would be nice to see 
the tradition carry on. 

“In any case, I don’t feel that we have 
to be the biggest real estate in town but 
I do have a need to feel that we do the 
best quality job, that we give the right 
advice, that we do it with integrity and 
that people look to us with confidence 
that we will put their interests first.”

history
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The family grows

Proud to be associated with the 
Atkins Family for over 21 years 
and congratulate them on their

40th Anniversary 
in Business

Florist
Alma-Lee’s

MOREE

Ph: 6751 1122 | FAX 6752 7712
35 ALBERT ST MOREE
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS | AUSTRALIA WIDE DELIVERY
(A/H SUE & DOUG 6751 1550)

AW1630445

GEOFF O’HARA
ELECTRICAL DISCOUNTS

20 BALO STREET, MOREE

Tel: 02 6752 2112

www.leadingappliances.com.au

Congratulations to 
KELLY, JUNE 
AND JOHN

for 40 successful years. 
We appreciate your

business & friendship.
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LARGE 
SAUSAGES

2kg for 
$13.00$$$113.00

Rodney & Rebecca Reading 
141 Heber Street Moree NSW 2400
Phone: (02) 6751 1996
Fax: (02) 6751 1998

Rodney & Rebecca
would like to

Congratulate
John, June & Kelly Atkins

on their successful business 
over the past

and look forward to being 
associated with you for 

many more to come.

40Years

AW1630450
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our team
Meet the 
extended family

FAMILY is at the heart of Raine and Horne 
Moree and its employees soon become 
extended members of the Atkins family. 

Aside from John and June Atkins, 
who founded the company, and their 
daughter Kelly, the current proprietor, 
Jenny Burling is the longest-standing 
member of the team.

Jenny has worked in administration 
and reception for 16 years. But she has 
known the Atkins’ since she was a girl, 
her mother was their first employee. 

She lives with her husband Darryl on 
a 12,000-acre cattle property between 

Bingara and Narrabri and stays with 
her mother when she is in town working 
at the office. 

Family was also the reason Emma 
Cahill joined the team 12 months ago 
when she was looking to rejoin the 
workforce after giving birth to her first 
son Ben. A Moree girl, Emma used to 
work in a law firm and is married to 
Mark, a fireman. 

And as the company expands, so does 
the extended family. Karen Biggs is set 
to be the next member to join Raine and 
Horne Moree in the coming weeks.

Jenny Burling

Karen Biggs

Emma Cahill

for you?

NEED 

Deal personally and in confi dence with 
Finance Broker Philip Matthews to secure 
fi nance for equipment, Home/Investment 
Loans and Commercial Lending.

Five Star Enterprises ( Moree) Pty Ltd trading as Philip Matthews Financial 
services ABN: 29 094 495 397   Aust. Credit Lic. No. 382966

to fi nd the 
right LOAN

381 Frome St Moree
6752 5525, 
0428 523339
E:   plm11@bigpond.com 
W:  plmfi nance.com.au

15 years experience 
in the Moree District

PHILIP 
MATTHEWS
FINANCIAL SERVICES

A
W

16
35

72
2

Love a New Kit chen?
Beautiful lines Perfect fi nish

Add value to your home with a
Kristen McKey custom built kitchen

Discover space you didn’t know you had !
Also Built-in Wardrobes and Vanities

ARRANGE YOUR  QUOTE TODAY :

Kristen McKey Detailed Joinery
0428 511 416 | Lic. No. 146120C

Kristen
McKey
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With44
years experience 

Ken Bailey
only builds the best…

Continuing a proud 
association with

RAINE & HORNE MOREE
Invest in your future today with the 

best advice on your next project

Contact Ken on 6752 3045 | 0427 523 045
cbailey@northnet.com.au

17 Sunnyside Road Moree | Lic. No.24305

• New Homes • Renovations
• Extensions • All Types Of Alterations
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FROM its beginning as a one-man-show 
selling stock, 40 years on and Raine and 
Horne Moree is now a thriving business which 
deals with property investment and rental 
management – and continues to evolve and 
expand its portfolios. 

In 2015 the company added a new string to 
its bow when it took on the management of 
storage units. 

But proprietor Kelly Atkins said the 
diversification had not taken away from Raine 
and Horne’s ‘bread and butter’.

“I’m a property investor myself and we treat 
our landlords’ properties as if they were our 
own,” Kelly said. “When you are talking about 
managing people’s assets you are talking 
about managing their investments, and in 
many cases, their livelihoods.

“Some other agencies treat rental 
management as a second tier activity. I can 
tell you that we take it extremely seriously.”  

It is an ethos that has seen the Atkins’ retain 
connections with landlords that span decades. 

The first property on their listing belonged to 
Margaret and Allan Parker. Today the Parkers 
are still on their rent roll.

Raine and Horne Moree manages around 350 
rental properties in the Moree district, including 
places like Ashley and Pallamallawa. 

Kelly said moving into storage required the same 
skills the company had honed over four decades. 

“We’re talking about reaching agreements, 
taking deposits and collecting rent,” she 
said. “You need to learn the different laws 
and regulations but, essentially, it is the 
same service.” 

Another area where the Atkins’ can apply 
their 40 years of experience is in sales. 

John began selling stock in the early 1970s 
and moved into property when he founded 
the company. 

In 2005, when the Atkins’ first began 
succession plans, they shifted sales focus 
solely to property. It is an area which Kelly 
grew up with and remains passionate about. 

Not yet three months into the year and 
Raine and Horne Moree had already made 
eight property sales, a figure of which Kelly 
was quietly proud, considering the tough 
economic climate. 

This month she has addressed a forum 
in Moree, in which she gave homeowners 
an overview of how they could realise the 
potential equity of their homes and use that 
to borrow money in a tax effective manner to 
buy investment property. 

“Basically that means getting the best deal 
you can on the difference between what your 
home is worth and how much of it you own 
and giving you a chance to expand your 
assets,” she said. “It means wealth creation 
and minimising your tax.”

Kelly said local investors often looked 
for greener pastures, when some of the 
best opportunities were right here in their 
backyard. 

“A lot of local people overlook Moree as 
a place to invest,” she said. “Moree affords 
attractive rental returns to investors and this 
is something that has been highlighted by a 
number of investment writers.

“It is an attractive place to invest with 
low rental vacancies. On the whole, Moree 
is a wealthy district and historically that 
has been reflected in a high demand for 
accommodation.”

sales, rentals, investment

Driving investment

Congratulations on 40 years of 
service to a great family business. 
We remember when we were 
looking to invest in property we 
thought of Moree, as my late 
father, Rex Kean’s business deals 
had been through John as a stock 
and station agent.

With their good advice we 
purchased a Moree rental property in 
1992 which has been very successful.  
We believe we were one of their first 
property investment clients.

As a few years passed we decided 
to purchase more rental houses 
out of town. Once again we asked 
the Atkins’ to be the managing 

agents because of their consistent 
performance. The success of their 
business has much to do with 
John’s wide experience of the local 
area and its people, June’s drive, 
passion and knowledge of Moree, 
and Kelly’s customer service and 
enthusiasm for the local area.

We are very happy with our 
investments due directly to the 
best business practise shown by 
the team at Raine and Horne. 
You cannot have a successful 
rental portfolio over a long period 
without excellent management.

Robert and Trish Webber

We’ve stopped at nothing to make this the best Outback yet. With Subaru’s legendary All-Wheel Drive 
for superior grip and superb car-like feel, plus a new stylish interior and exterior design. It’s made for 
Australiana. Packed full of features that come as standard, every drive will be as memorable as the fi rst.

NEW OUTBACK

CALL US TODAY
to arrange your test drive
6752 1777

DOWNLOAD QR 
READER & SCAN
FOR CURRENT OFFERS

Hill Fitzsimmons Subaru

MADE FOR AUSTRALIANA
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JUNE and John Atkins have technically retired 
from Raine and Horne Moree - but don’t expect 
you’ll be seeing any less of them.

In fact, chances are you’ll see them at full 
steam in the office doing everything from 
managing properties to helping look after their 
grandchildren.

“Moree’s given us a lot and we won’t be going 
anywhere, except maybe for a few trips to see a 
bit more of Australia,” John said. 

If Moree has given a lot to the Atkins’, it is because 
the Atkins’ have given a lot to Moree. 

Both John and June came to town in their 20s, 
without connections, family or friends. 

Over the years they’ve built a reputation through 
their hard work and through their years of tireless 
volunteer efforts. 

For June, those efforts involved being a councillor 
for Moree Plains Shire for eight years and chairing 
the Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service for seven. 

She’s also served as president of the Country 
Women’s Association and the Lions’ Ladies, 
and as a member of the Catholic church’s local 
finance committee. 

“When somebody needs help and they ask me 
to help, I do my best,” June said. “It’s that simple.”

“I’m very fortunate to have been in Moree a long 
time, been involved in so many things and to have 
met so many people. That helps you get things done.” 

It was that goals-oriented and people-first 
approach that drew June to public office.

“People kept telling me I’d be okay as a councillor 
so I stood and got in,” she said. “It was very 
rewarding. It had its ups and downs of course, but 
that’s life. We had a really great team and that’s 
what got me through.”

John’s public record is also impressive. 

During his 38 years in the Lions Club he served 
as president on a number of occasions, as well as 
secretary and treasurer. 

During that time the club built sheds for 
industry, parks around town, chopped firewood 
for pensioners and delivered Christmas hampers 
to those in need.  

He also has a long association with the Chamber 
of Commerce, which he chaired on a number of 
occasions.  

“The greatest achievement of my time at the 
Chamber was when we successfully lobbied for 
the Moree bypass,” he said. “It took eight years, 
everyone knew it needed to be done, everyone 
was sick of the trucks going through town and 
the noise, and the smell and the dust and flies. 
But we had to work hard for it.”

John and June are now in their 80s but neither 
plan on taking it easy. John was a driving force 
behind re-establishing the Moree and District 
Chamber of Commerce after it went into a hiatus 
and last year became its vice president. 

Meanwhile, June scoffs at the thought of a 
traditional retirement.

“I love coming into work,” she said. “Why? 
Because I love people.” 

It is a commitment to the community that John 
and June have passed on to their daughter Kelly. 

“I’ve been very fortunate to have good 
mentors,” she laughed. “So I have a need to 
make everything I do best practice, whether it be 
taking a photograph of a house or undertaking a 
commission report.

“Because ultimately, in this business we’re 
managing people’s livelihoods, people who live 
in this town. And I want to get the best results 
possible for them.”

community

Beyond the office walls

Helen Mitchell and June Atkins (right) during Christmas 
fundraising for the Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service. 

(Moree Champion December 14, 2006).

Rob Matthews, John Atkins (centre) and Geoff Percy, 
sponsors and supporters of the 2010 Moree Pro-Am. 

(Moree Champion May 18, 2010).

The indoor answer to outdoor living
BRADNAM’S BI-FOLD DOORS

Aluminium Windows & Doors
Security Screens & Doors

Blinds & Awnings | Shower Screens
“June rings us to get the job done!

And you can too!”

61 Greenbah Rd, Moree
6752 4305  (24 hrs)
E: artesianglass@bigpond.com
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The Moree Champion Team
congratulate John, June and Kelly
on 40 years of service and 
dedicated leadership to 
our business community.

12-14 Balo Street 6750 6600
www.moreechampion.com.au 

Photo courtesy of Casey Nolan
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$5,000 Geoff O’Hara 
Electrical Moree
Services Club Golf Club
Open Easter Tournament
Men and Women 
Saturday April 4 &
Sunday April 5
Congratulations to
Raine & Horne team on 
their 40th Anniversary

The Moree Golf Club
Greenbah Road
Ph 6752 1405 
www.moreegolfclub.com.au

For the information of members and bonafide visitors
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FAMILY owned and operated Raine 
and Horne, Moree has chalked up 40 
years as one of Moree’s leading real 
estate offices. 

Launched in 1975 by husband and 
wife team, John and June Atkins, 
the business started as a stock and 
station agent, before evolving into a 
real estate business. 

“This makes Raine and Horne Moree 
the longest, continuously operating 
agency in Moree with plenty of repeat 
clients,” said Angus Raine, chairman 
and CEO of Raine and Horne.

“This is a phenomenal record, 
considering that the real estate 
market in Moree is so dependent on 
environmental factors that can affect 
sales and revenues.

“Kelly Atkins has followed her 
parents into the business and I look 
forward to working with her for the 
next few decades as we continue to 
build on John and June’s legacy of 
success.”

Kelly, who has been the proprietor 
of Raine and Horne Moree since 
2008, was also quick to praise the 
pioneering real estate spirit of her 
parents and their decision to link with 
Raine and Horne. 

“Mum and dad joined Raine and 
Horne because they judged the 
firm’s successful history that reaches 
back to 1883, along with its family 
business structure, was a good fit for 
them,” Kelly said.  

Kelly attributes the family business’ 
40 years of continuous success to 
providing a level of service, which 
is unmatched by its real estate 
competitors.

“We get plenty of repeat business 
which demonstrates that customers 
have always been very satisfied with 
the level of service that we have 
delivered since 1975,” Kelly said. 

“John and June are technically 
retired but still work in the business, 
and their commitment to the local 
Moree community is another factor 
in the long-term success of Raine and 
Horne, Moree.

“They’re on boards of the local 
nursing home, and have supported 
Lions, the Moree Chamber of 
Commerce and Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter,” she said. 

However the team at Raine and 
Horne, Moree is refusing to rest on its 
considerable laurels and has already 
identified a great start to 2015 with 
sales enquiries strong. 

“Sales activity is up thanks to lower 
interest rates, the falling dollar, 
which is great for the export of local 
commodities such as grain, cotton 
and beef, have also helped to boost 
real estate confidence.”

Lower interest rates combined with 
relatively higher rents in Moree have 
also convinced more tenants to jump 
off the rental treadmill into their own 
home, according to Kelly.

Raine & Horne corporate

Moree Champion Advertisement - January 17, 1985

Phenomenal record
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Modern Living
Located in WEST MOREE, walking distance to St 
Philomena's School and sporting ovals. New home 
benefi ts of years of low maintenance + above 
fl ood levels. Constructed by LOCAL tradespeople, 
weathertex on steel adjustable piers, Colorbond 
roofi ng and 9 foot ceilings. 4 brms, ensuite, WIR, 
plentiful built in storage, offi  ce, 'Daikin' ducted 
r/c a/c g, 3rd toilet in laundry, open living - sleek 
kitchen, Oak fl ooring, dbl lup garage on rear lane 
PLUS concreted parking area at front, rainwater 
tank, fully fenced 765.1 sqm allotment.

Price  $439,000

Overlooking Moree Golf 
Course
A fabulous location in West Moree, home not 
impacted by 2012 fl ood, vinyl clad on concrete 
piers, comprising three bedrooms, ensuite, ducted 
air cooling, kitchen-dining, northern living room
with log fi re, double lock up garage on rear lane 
+ garden shed, has been leasing at $350.00 per 
week. Vendor motivated this month!

Price  Asking $270,000

Neat as a Pin
Located in a quiet cul-de-sac, this well presented 
brick & tile home is sure to appeal to both the 
home buyer and investor. Comprising three 
bedrooms (2 built ins), three way bathroom, 
lounge room (split system air conditioner), 
gauzed north patio, kitchen-dining, outdoor 
area, off  street parking, garden shed, compact 
and easy care 694 square metre allotment.

Price  $250,000

You Will Be Impressed
Renovated and shown with pride ... suit owner 
occupier or investor, three bedrooms, ensuite 
and bathroom updated, open living area, 
renewed kitchen, family room (log fi re + in wall 
air conditioner), ducted air cooling, covered 
outdoor area can easily serve as undercover 
parking, garden shed, utility parking area in 
rear yard. Compact, private, manicured and low 
maintenance 828 square metre allotment! Great 
location in North Moree.

Price  $329,000

Greenbah Family Home 
With Pool
Dress circle location, private 2002 square metre 
well established allotment, in ground salt water 
pool, four bedrooms, ensuite, built in robes, dual 
evaporative air conditioners + split system unit 
(dual head), formal living room + family room 
overlooking the pool, kitchen-meals area + dining 
room, a� ached double lock up garage (internal 
access), garden shed. Owner says “a great 
neighbourhood.”

Price  $479,000

Pallamallawa On The 
Gwydir River
2023 square metre allotment, weatherboard home 
on brick piers, comprising three bedrooms + large 
northern sleepout, lounge room has installations 
of log fi re and split system air conditioner,
bathroom + 2nd shower in laundry, new kitchen 
open to verandah, garden shed. A quiet village 
lifestyle awaits you!

Price  $189,000

Three Units - Convenient Location  Price   $350,000

Brick veneer on concrete slab, each unit comprising two bedrooms, tidy condition including recent paintwork 
and fl oor coverings, kitchen-living area air conditioned, security screens, two x garages plus one x carport, 
central location opposite Catholic Church and School and only one block to Balo Square shopping centre. 
Each three units are currently leased at $160.00 per week with a sound history of occupancy and showing a 
yield capacity of 7.13% (gross). Raine & Horne management. 

Adjacent to C.B.D.
Vintage weatherboard home, on the fringe of 
C.B.D., zoned Residential, side lane access to rear 
yard, fully fenced 607 square metre allotment, 
comprising enclosed front verandah, two 
bedrooms + sleepout, lounge room (fi replace), 
kitchen, dining area, 5 x reverse cycle split system 
air conditioners, security system, carport at rear. 
Has been leasing $320.00 per week both as 
residence and also professional offi  ces.

Price  $199,000

Charming Co� age
Located in West Moree, close to day care centre 
and pre-school, ideal choice for a fi rst home 
buyer, vintage timber home, circa 1910, two 
bedrooms plus a sleepout, eat in kitchen, air 
conditioned living room and internal laundry. 
Outbuildings include a detached lock up 
garage, outdoor area, chook pen and rear 
lane access to the 973.8 square metre fully 
fenced allotment with shady established trees. 
Currently leasing at $260.00 per week.

Price  $239,000

Modern Industrial 
Premises - Greenbah
• Land area of 3903 square metres zoned Industrial
•  Total building area of 1265 sm. comprising

a customer and offi  ce area of 315 sqm. plus 
•  A conjoined storage / work area of 750 sm.

on ground level
•  Truck delivery access by four 6 x 4.8 metre wall 

doors plus access around building
• Perimeter fenced with access gate
• NOW leased for fi ve year term

Price  $600,000
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6752 3600    35 Albert Street 
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Moree Self Storage
Moree Self Storage 21-23 Kurrajong Street, Moree
Managed by Raine � Horne Moree phone 67 52 3600

Out of space? Use our place!
Introductory off er to new customers - Your Ist month rent FREE when 
you pay the 2nd and 3rd month in advance.  Subject to availability - 
so act now!
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